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GERALD MITCHELL RETIRES
Leaves After 48 Years In Dental Education
Dr. Gerald A. Mitchell, Emeritus Professor Oral
Medicine, retired at the close of last semester after
having served the dental profession as an educator for
some fourty eight years.
Dr. Mitchell, who is looking forward to his seventy-fifth birthday this year, graduated from AtlantaSouthern Dental College (now Emory University School
of Dentistry) in 1917. He engaged in the practice of
general dentistry for three years- following his graduation before accepting a part-time teaching post at his
Alma Mater in 1920. He served Atlanta-Southern and
Emory University, after the merger of the two schools
in 1945, for thirty-five years. His first position was
as a Demonstrator in Clinic. From there he advanced
to a Lecturer and Clinician in Crown and Bridgework,
Instructor in such courses as Orientation to Dentistry, Nutrition, and finally Periodontology. He served
as Professor and Chiarman of the Department of Periodontology at Emory University until moving to California in 1955 to associate with the College of Medical Evangelists in the same capacity.
Throughout his career, Dr. Mitchell has been vitally concerned with the preventive aspects of Dentistry. He had the privilege of actively participating
in one of the first "Mouth Care Weeks" ever sponsored by a city school system in conjunction with a
local dental society. This was an entire week devoted,
not only to dental examinations and care for the school
children, but included, each night, a mass P.T.A.
meeting, in a different area of the city, to help educate the parents of these children about Dental Health.
This program was one of the first attempts of the Dental Profession to educate the public about the prevention of dental disease and to show them what services were available from the Profession regarding
the elimination of dental disease. From early courageous endevours such as these, was to grow the
wide-spread Professional concern for Preventive Dentistry which forms an important aspect of each dentist's life today.
During his association with Emory University, Dr.
Mitchell was very active in Professional Societies and
·and organizations. He served as Secretary and Member
of the Executive Council of the Georgia State Dental
Society from 1921-1931 and as Vice-President in 1935.
During the early "thirties", he served the Fifth Dis-

trict Dental Society of Georgia in Atlanta as Chairman of the Executive Committee, Vice-President, and
President. In 1930, he specialized in the practice of
Periodontology and had the privilege of serving the Southern Academy of Periodontology as President in 1943.
He became the National Grandmaster of the Alumni
Chapter of the Psi Omega Dental Fraternity in 1921
and held that office until 1947. He bccam e a member of
the American College of Dentist s in 1938. He is
currently an active member of the Tri-County Dental Society, the Southern California Dental Association,
and the Western Society of Periodontology, which Society he served as President in 1961.
Dr. Mitchell has served on numerous committees
of C.M.E. , L.L.U, and the dental school. He is a life
member in the Southern Academy of Periodontology in
the Southeast, The American Academy of Periodontology,
the American Dental Association, the American College
of Dentists, the Psi Omega Dental Fraternity, and the
OKU Honor Dental Fraternity.
With his brother, Dr. J. Russell Mitchell, he was
continued on page 7
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Computerized Dentistry
"Is he allergic to penicillin?'' ... "Has he had fluoride
treatments?" ... "Can he take procaine?" ... "How long
have hou noticed this white area?''
How many _patients can answer such questions? Very
few, if your practice is a typical one. Yet how important it is to know how a patient came to experience
certain kinds of dental and periodontal damage! W~1ether
he has had tetracycline medication, what kinds of
anesthesia he can and cannot tolerate, what systemic
diseases he has or has had (heart attack, diabetes,
blood dyscrasias, metabolic disturbances, etc.), at what
age his teeth erupted or were exfoliated. Is this a new
condition or a slowly progressing chronic one?
The questions are numerous and the answers may
be crucial. The answers could help differentiate between disease states; assist in our decisions·on therapy;
aid in establishing a regimen for the patient.
The answer to these problems may lie in the creation of a standard dental history card which could
be assigned to a patient and retained by him or for
him throughout his lifetime.
Obtaining a medical history is frequently a complex
chore, and many a hospital intern has faced extreme
difficulty in getting at the antecedents of the particular
problem with which he is faced. As dentistry becomes
more complex, and as patients accept the need for
regular dental care, dental history presents increasing difficulties- with no hospital interns to act as
intercessors.
Can we, as dentists, establish through official professional channels a standard form for a dental history- beginning with the eruption of the deciduous
teeth, continuing through the care of the permanent
dentition, the:at:Jy ·)f gingivae, prophylactic and incremental treatmr:!nts, tests made and medications prescribed, as well as the special care for orthodontic
periodontic and endodontic needs? Perhaps these dat~
could even be transcribed onto microfilm so that the
individual patient could have it available at all tim-2s.
We live in a country where geographic mobility is
a fact of life. The "organization man" moves on to
open new territory and conquer new fields for the
gre.at corporations. He and his family move, carryin6
their accumulation of vitamin tablets, hormone pills,
and tranquilizers, histories of previous illnesses and
potential for future ones. They move from a high
The Contrangle is a non-profit newspaper published
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Chapter of the National Association of Seventh-day
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natural fluoride area to one completely lacking this
substance, or conversely from an unfluoridated to a
fluroidated city_. A _chil~ has had tetracycline therapy
for a sever~ 1nfectwn m one city, but a dentist in a
completely different part of the country may be called
upon to "do something" about the dental staining which
has resulted.
As the patient mwes, the dentist should not be
dependent upon an uncertain memory or the recollection
of a pare:1t. The dentist needs factual references of
?ates and treatments, indications of radiographic findmgs, records of the progress of lesions. Ultimately,
he ma.y have to call upon a computerized tabulation
for health re·~ords maintained through the :school and
industrial machinery, or through insurance channels.
. !he value of su~h hi.storical records to the practitwner and the patient 1s, perhaps, self- evident. To
the researcher, the records would be invaluable. Future
knowledge of the prevention and the control of dental
disease might well be based upon correlations made
clear through the large statistical sampling that standardized dental records would make possible. The
relationship of dental disease to factors of geography
nutrition, psychosocial ex peri en c e and intercurrent
disease may be elucidated.
Our country certainly has the greatest potential skill
for organization and planning. We would be remiss
if we failed to use these capacities to their fullest
extent to provide maxim•1m dental care for the entire
population. With the development of a more affluent
society, better educated than ever before, protected
more widely through government and voluntary insurance mechanisms, we may confidently anticipate a far
greater utilization of dental care. If this care is to
be provided intelligently and with adequate knowledge
without short- sighted overlapping and duplication'
without the ignorance which can lead to confusion the~
some method of record keeping is "in the ca~ds."
We are moving into a computerized society in many
areas of our lives. It is as important for the dentist
to be aware of this mechanism and to make it work
for him and his patient as it is for him to consider
improvements in office technics and
professional
methods.
This type of programming can be exploited to aid
the . dentist and the patient in an increasingly mobile
society.
There are personal interacting factors in
the doctor- patient relationship of which we the dentists
m_ust never l~se sight. The day we forsak~ our rapport
With the patient as a person is the day we become
automatons. Automation and computers can work for us;
though we are not dependent on them and we must
never dehumanize the patient and allot him a number
~s in Orwell's ''1984", we certainly can use computerIzed systems to enhance our own creativity.
The dental profession can lead the resources of
school, home and the community into providing: 1.
better care for the individual patient; 2. a more knowledgeable approach on the part of the dentist; 3. a
wealth of source material for the researcher to apply
to the ultimate benefit of our growing population·
4. _the best in dental planning, organization and edu~
cation.
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Saigon Children To Celebrate
Dental Health Week
The Faculty of Dentistry at the University of Saigon
is developing plans to participate in the 1968 National
Children's Dental Health Week observance by sponsoring
a Children's Dental Health Day Program Feb. 11. The
program is being prepared by South Vietnamese dental
educators working with their American counter parts
assigned to the Saigon school under a three-year assistance program conducted by the ADA in cooperation
with the Agency for International Development (AID)
according to Dr. Marvin E. Revzin, project field director. Some 150 children who are patients at the school's
dental cline, and their parents, are expected to attend.
Others invited include children from a neighboring Chinese
School, Vietnamese dentists in the city and the armed
forces, American armed forces dentists, the dental school
faculty and students, Dr. Revzin said. The program will
feature dental health films, cartoons, a tour ofthe dental
school and clinic and lunch in the school's cafeteria.
Each child will receive a Vietnamese toy, a toothbrush
and tooth paste and the parents will receive literature
on the care of childrens teeth.

BRASS
CENTERED
DISCS
Moore's complete spindle stand set
includes 600 assorted discs and one
each straight and R.A. handpiece mandrels plus transparent cover. Only $7.95.

• Snap on and off in a jiffy
• No screws or pins to lose
• Will not come off with reversal of engine
Order from Your Dental Dealer Today

E. C. MOORE COMPANY
Established 1898

13325 leonard St. • Dearborn 2, Michigan
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Freshman Class Officers
TOP ROW
GERALD FILLMORE
PRESIDENT
CLARENCE SCHMIDT
VICE-PRESIDENT
RON FRITZ
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

LOWER ROW
PAUL CONNER
SPORTS DIRECTOR
PATTI HERNDON
SEC-TREASURE
MONTE SWAN BERG
CHAPLIN

Davidian Selected For Ortho Award

- OUR 51st YEAR-

" The House of A Thousand Models"
and Home of
Brown Precision Attachments
COLUMBIA

WORK-MODEL FORMERS
al!ow immediate pouring of models w;thout
bo)(ing-in of impressions

The outfit consists of 4 sets of different sizes
of upper and lower formers. Useable with any
standard make of impression trays and with all
kinds of impression materials. (Illustrated directions are supplied). - Price $20.00
Ask for our new Catalog No. 50 which
describes many other practice aids.

Columbia Dentoform Corporation
131 EAST 23rd ST. NEW YORK 10

Dr. E. Jan Davidian was
recently informed that his
research paper has been
selected for the 1968 award
by the American Association of Orthodontists as a
First orthodontic research
effort. Dr. Davidian's paper is entitled "Using a
Computer Model to study
the Force Distribution on
the Root of the Maxillary
Incisor". He will be presented a $200 cash prize
at the May 12 - 15 meeting of the AAOinSanFranJAN DAVIDIAN
cisco.
Dr. Davidian was graduated from the Lorna Linda
University School of Dentistry in 1963. He returned
to school and completed the requirements to receive
his Masters degree in 1967. It was while he was an
orthodontics student that Dr. Davidian did research and
worked out his computor model. He used the computers
at the University Scientific Computation Facility for
his research.
Dr. Davidian is presently in private pactice in Santa
Barbara.
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Convention Plans Approach Maturation

The Eighth Annual Alumni-Student Dental Convention is coming March 7 - 9, 1968. The convention
provides the opportunity for alumni and students to
strengthen their professional service through scientific exhibits and presentation. social activities, and spiritual growth. There will be various meetings, luncheons,
and lectures for the Alumni, :>tudents, Women's A•.:siliary, and the Junior Dental Auxiliary.
The distinguised judges to attend the convention include: March K. Fang, EdD, assembly woman for Caliifornia's 15th Assembly District; Donald J. Galagan,
DDS, dean of the University of Iowa College of Dentistry; Rear Admiral Frank M. Keyes, Chief, dental
division, U.S. Navy; Sholman Pearlman, DDS, secretary, Council on Dental Research, American Dental Association; G. Robert Rogers, DDS, assistant professor,
oral surgery, Lorna Linda University; Schuyler P. Strang,
DDS, president of the Southern California Dental As-

Committee chairmen meet to discuss plans and progress on the Convention. Student director Paul Smith
is standing next to a floor plan to the new Gentry
Gymnasium.

sociation; Robert H. Sundin, DDS, president of the
National Association of Seventh-day Adventist Dentists;
Gunnar E. Sydow, DDS, regional dental consultant for
the United States Public Health Service Region VIII;
Gerald D. Timmons, DDS, dean emeritus at Temple
University School of Dentistry, Philadelphia, and former president of the American Dental Association; and
Roger K. Trueblood,DDS, treasurer of the American
Dental Association.
Alumni and student visitors to the convention will
also hear guest lectureres Major General Robert Shira,
DDS, and Lois K. Kryger, dental assisting consultant
of the Division of Dental Health, U.S. Public Health
Service.
Table Clinics will be judged on Thursday, March 7,
1968. Clinicians will receive awards in Dentistry Clinical and Basic Science, and Dental Hygiene.
The Alumni - Student Convention Banquet will be in
the "San Gorgonio Room" on the La Sierra Campus.
The featured speaker will be Fred W. Andrews, D.P.,
a podiatrist, teacher and lecturer in the Inland Empire. His presentation is titled "This Thing Called
Love''. Come and hear this fascinating discourse on
:·Love", it will contain many chuckles, believe me,
JUst ask the students who attended the D.S.A. program
at which he spoke some time ago .
. _The Alumni-Student Convention is planned through the
Jomt efforts of the alumni and students of LomaLinda
University School of Dentistry. Those students involved
in the convention planning include: Raymond D. Rawson, Table Clinics; Richard L. Parker, Registration;
Garry W. Ziegenhagle, Commercial Exhibits; Clifton
T_. Moberg, Publicity; Rhondda Greenwood, Dental Hygiene ; Henk C. Vanden Hoven, Hospitality; Robert B.
Tandy, Judging; Donald R. Lunt, Building and Property;
Frederick J . Mantz, Program Equipment; and James
E. Matheson, Convention Banquet. The saying "all us
student convention chairment do our best for convention '68" is true in each different department. Let
us all plan to support our Alumni-Student Convention
for 1968 and this could be the greatest convention
ever·
Paul Smith
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TRANSPORTATION ADDITION TO MONUMENT VALLEY
The Monument Valley dental clinic recently aquired a new General Motors Carryall truck. The truck was a gift from the
National Association of Seventh-day Adventists Dentists and the Lorna Linda dental
school alumni association.
Dr. Charles T. Smith, dean of the dental
school, reports, "The truck will fill a very
important transportation need at Monument
Valley. Road conditions are such that an
average passenger car can be wrecked in
a very short time."
The Carryall specially equipeed with ten
inch tires will be able to navigate almost
any road. The truck will be used primarily
to transport patients to and from the dental
clinic. Transportation for the Indians of the
area is very limited and often is no more than
horseback. Arrangements for the purchase
of the truck were made through the Lynn
Truck and Equipment Company of San Bernardino.
Besides its regular job of transporting
patients to and from the dental clinic the
Carryall will also serve as transportation
for missionary or sight seeing trips the
students at Monument Valley may wish to take.
All mileage the Carryall is driven will be
logged and expenses charged against the
individual or organization using the truck.
It is hoped that this policy will accumulate
enough funds for maintainance and eventual
replacement of the truck.

Pictured next to the new Carryall before its transfer
to Monument valley are Dr. Robert L. Kinzer SD '58
secretary-treasurer of NASDAD, Dr. Jack R. Booker SD '60 President of the School of Dentistry Alumni
Association, and Dr. Charles T. Smith DDS Dean of the
Dental School.

Wohlers Resigns Position

Grow up
Smiling
Jlo·~~~~

DENTALHEALTH
WEEK
Feb.4·10.
19GB

Dear Members;
Due to the fact that I am behind in some of my clinical requirement, effective as soon as you can elect a
replacement I am resigning my post as Treasurer of
the Dental Students Association. I have talked this
over with Dr. Kenneth Mertz, your sponsor, and he
agreed that if I was in trouble it would be better to
resign than not to graduate in June.
I have enjoyed serving you in this capacity, however in order to do the job effectively it takes time. This
is one commodity in which I am very short. I feel that
I spent too· much time on D.S.A. projects and too little
time on the things that really count.
I will train the replacement in my duties when he is
elected.
I really don't think it's right for an elected officer
to back out in midstream however after much thought
I feel that this is the only way I can march down the
aisle in June.
Please accept this resignation with my regrets.
Thank you.
Sincerely yours,

J . Robert Wohlers
Treasurer
Dental Students Association
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ADA Assistant Secretary Dies
Mr. Perry J. Sandell, ADA assistant secretary for
dental health affairs, died in Chicago Jan. 4 in an automobile accident. He was 56. Mr. Sandell, who was
internationally recognized as an authority in the field
of dental health education, had been appointed ADA
assistant secretary last February. In this position
he had supervised the activities of the ADA Councils
on Dental Health and Dental Care Programs and the
Bureaus of Dental Health Education and Audiovisual
Service. Dr. F. carl Ostrander, ADA President, in
paying tribute to Mr. Sandell said that the "dental profession is deeply saddened by the sudden loss of one
of its most respected frie!lds.'' He added: "Perry
Sandell's work as the country's leading dental health
educator had won him the profound esteem and admiration of all who had the privilege of knowing and working
with him here in this country and abroad."
Mr. Sandell, who resided in Park Ridge, Ill., joined
the ADA staff as director of the Bureau of Dental Health

Page 7

Education in 1952. Prior to that , he had served for six
years as director of Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Safety of the Minnesota State Department of
Education. Earlier, he taught school for nine years
in Minnesota and North Dakota.
Mr. Sandell was a
past president of the American School Health Association and a member of the American Public Health
Association. the American Association for Health, Physical Education and Recreation, the Society of State
D}_rectors of Health, Physical Education and Recreation, the Illinois Society of Public Health Educators, and
the Committee on Health Education of theN ational Health
Council. He received both bachelor's and master's
degrees from the University of Minnesota and served
in the Coast Guard for three and a half years during
World War II.
Survivors include his widow, Helen and two daughters, Jennifer, and Mrs. Karen Sznajder, two brothers,
Dyke and George W., and a sister Mrs. Gladys Pearson.
A memorial Service was held Jan. 7 in Park
Ridge Community Church and burial was in Acacia
Park Cemetery.

Continued from Page 1
active in the liason of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists with the dental school in Atlanta.
Some 100 SDA dentists were educated at Atlanta following this liason in 1934. During those years, it was
customary for Dental Schools to conduct classes on
Saturday. By this arrangement, SDA students W'~re
allowed to take the full course without having to attend Saturday classes. There are still a number of
Adventists attending Emory University Dental School.
Dr. Mitchell's brother and Dr. Web Prince were influential in organizing the National Assocation of Seventh-day Adventist Dentists in 1943. As a charter
member of NASDAD, Dr. Mitchell was involved in the
concentrated effort of this group to encourage the
establishment of a denominational dental school. He
was elected to the presidency of NASDAD in 1950 and
1951. In 1950, following the death of his brother, Dr.
Mitchell and others were able to interest the newly
elected President of the General Conference, Elder
W. H. Branson, in the possibility of establishing a
dental school. Along with Dr. Web Prince and Elder
R. R. Figuhr, he was appointed to the Committeee of
Five which was charged with the responsibility off
working out the details for the launching of a dental
school. In just one year, everything had been gathered
together and organized into a detailed plan. Dr. Mitchell was chosen to present the findings ofthe committee
to the Fall Council in Cleveland in 1951. The result
of this presentation, and voluminous amounts of work
which preceeded it, was the unanimous vote in fav?r
of establishing a dental school at Lorna Linda to begm
in 1953.
Shortly before the dedication of the new dental building in September, 1955, Dr. Mitchell joined the faculty
as Professor and Chairman of the D<!lpartment of
.Periodontology in which capacity he served until his
appointment as Emeritus Professor of Oral Medicine
by the Board of Trustees of Lorna Linda University
in 1966. Throughout his association with Lorna Linda
University, Dr. Mitchell has been influential in strengthening the school in general and the Department of Periodontology in particular through his personal efforts

and achievements and through his efforts to obtain some
of the finest men to enrich this faculty.
Dr. Mitchell stated that he has found it "both gratifying and satisfying to have been an active part of this
schooi during the past thirteen years of rapid growth
and development. I have left the Department in excellent hands," he further stated, "secure in the knowlege that periodontology, as an important phase of
preventive dentistry, will receive continual emphasis.
I am looking forward to the time when all schools will
appreciate the vital importance of a sound periodontal
education to proper patient treatment."
Dr. Mitchell will continue to reside in Redlands.
"For the first time in over fifty years," he said,
"I'm not restricted to a schedule. I'm not making
any long range plans, but I have enoe1gh interests and
activities to keep me busy for the next hundred years."
Although he has retired from active teaching, Dr.
Mitchell will maintain a vital link with the school
through his Professor Emeritus standing.
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Bioblend® Teeth make any denture
look more natural.
Bone-like enamel. Wrap around translucency. Internally blended color.
These are just a few of the esthetic refinements which distinguish Bioblend
from all other artificial teeth. The result: Bioblend Teeth are now being
used more often for complete dentures than any other teeth in the world.
Any other!
Available in porcelain or plastic.

The teeth used in the denture shown above
are Trubyte Bioblend Porcelain A nteriors
in Mould 22£, Blend 109.

ITIRIUIBIYITIEI®Creator of.fine products for dentistry
The Dentists' Supply Company of N.Y., York, Pennsylvania

